Reflected Glory

Brazilian World Cup footballing legend Sécrates received an
honorary doctorate from Leeds Metropolitan University during
‘ the University’s winter graduation ceremonies.

Dr Sécrates, who captained Brazil in the 1982 and 1986
Football World Cups, also has a medical degree. He shared the
stage at the ceremony with the outgoing Chancellor of Leeds
Met, Leslie Silver OBE, who was Chairman of Leeds United from
1982 to 1995. Both congratulated Leeds Met’s graduands who
received their awards from the university during two days of
celebration at the Headingley campus.

Leslie Silver reflected on his involvement with the university
which has spanned 16 years: “| have seen the university grow
and prosper. Its ambition now is rightly to be a world-class
regional university.” The Chancellor then praised Socrates’
contribution to the world of football. With the aid of lecturer
Leticia Albani-Hawa acting as his interpreter, insert name,
Sécrates said: “The Chancellor is a football addict like myself
and | would like to share with him the same passion he has for
the university because it is here society shapes people who will
contribute to this world. Thank you very much.”

Dr Sécrates follows in the footsteps of sporting heroes Dame
Mary Peters DBE, Brendan Foster MBE and lan McGeechan OBE,
who each received honorary doctorates from Leeds Met during
the University’s summer graduations in 2004.




Service award

Harrogate Campus Helpzone has received
official accreditation from Matrix for
providing quality information, advice and
guidance to students, staff and visitors.
The matrix quality standard is a
framework based on best practice for
organisations which provide any form of
information, advice and guidance.

Feedback from the Matrix assessor was
that there is a real commitment from staff
to deliver a quality service and meet
students’ needs, and this was recognised by
all the students involved in the research.
The assessor added that professional and
personal links with local support networks
were strong at all levels.

Vibrant Diwali celebrations were held at
the university by the Friends of India
Association, a Leeds Met Students’ Union
initiative supported by the Leslie Silver
International Faculty.

People from many different countries
and cultures joined in the celebrations for
Diwali, the ‘Festival of Lights’, which
welcomes the Indian New Year. The Events
Hall in the Students’ Union was festooned
with lights and brightly coloured
decorations for the festivities, which
included prayers, Indian classical dance,
a Bollywood disco and Indian food.

President of the Friends of India
Association Gaurav Garg said: “We
organised this event to raise awareness
of Indian culture and to find out more
about other people’s cultures. We really
appreciate the support we have had from
all parts of the University.”

Fun fundraising

Students at Leeds Met held one of the largest
workouts in the north of England as part of a
nationwide Guinness World Record attempt to
raise money for BBC Children in Need and
Myasthenia Gravis, the rag doll illness charity.

The low-impact 10-minute workout was
held at Leeds Met’s Carnegie Sports Centre.
University students and staff were among
thousands of exercise enthusiasts and
beginners throughout the country taking part in
this world record attempt whilst raising money
for two great charities. They were joined by
Leeds Rhinos stars Willie Poching and Andrew
Dunemann as well as Olympic marathon runner
Tracey Morris.

There were displays of
martial arts and gymnastics
throughout the event and
people were also given the
chance to learn how to disco
dance 70s style. There was an
opportunity to receive a sports
massage, have a health check
and win prizes in the raffle.

Event organiser Louise
Annat said: “This gives people
a chance to raise money for
charities and also take part in
a world record attempt.”

Other Children in Need
events that took place at Leeds
Met included a ‘Guess the
Mugshot” baby photo
competition held by the
International Office, and a
raffle and bake sale organised
by the School of Languages.




Inaugural
beginnings

The University's programme of inaugural
lectures began with a lecture from
Professor Mike Holmes. Professor
Holmes, Dean of the Faculty of Health,
delivered his lecture, ‘Reflections on
psycho-physiological interplay: dreams,
dates, diet, drugs and disease’, to an
audience of staff, students and invited
guests. The programme of inaugural
lectures will continue throughout the rest
of this year and into 2005. For further
information visit: www.leedsmet.ac.uk/
the_news/events/index.htm.

Winning
entry

The result of the Leeds Met SU logo
competition was officially announced in
November at Becketts Sports Bar,
Headingley Campus, and was won by
Laura Austin, a second year art and
graphics student, who received 61% of the
overall vote.

The new logo will be visually displayed
throughout the Students’ Union in the
New Year.

Updating classics

Leeds Met 3D design graduate Kieron
Bakewell, one of the UK's greatest new
design talents, is working with industry
legend Robin Day, reviving some of his most
famous designs of the 50s and 60s.

Kieron, who is the in-house designer at
Leeds design firm Loft, has been working on
his own designs and refining Day's originals
since starting at Loft whilst still a student in
2001.

Most recently Kieron has turned his
attention to the Poly Armchair and presented
a new version at this year's 100% Design’
exhibition at Earls Court.

Lifequard congress

Stathis Avramidis, a part-time
lecturer in aquatics at Leeds Met,
successfully organised the first
International Lifeguard Congress of
the European Lifeguard Academy in
Greece. Emergency personnel,
university professors, doctors and
other specialists from 11 countries
presented research studies and gave

The Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor
Christopher Townsley, welcomed to
the city new international students
studying at the universities and
colleges throughout Leeds, including
Leeds Met, at a reception held at the
West Yorkshire Playhouse.

International students from all
parts of the world were invited to
attend the event, which began with live
music and a procession led by the Lord
Mayor. This was followed by a welcome
speech by the President of the Rotary
Club of Leeds, Anita Rayner, a
performance by Leeds Morris Men and
an international buffet.

In his welcome speech the Lord
Mayor spoke about the importance
of international students to the city
and described them as honorary
ambassadors for Leeds.

lectures at the congress which covered
subjects such as lifesaving, first aid and
aquatic sports.

Stathis, who came to Leeds Met as a
student in 1999, was also recently
presented with the ‘Lifeguard of the Year’
trophy from the Chairman of Huddersfield
Lifeguard Club, Mr Paul Illinworth.

Abhishek Gupta, who came to Leeds Met
from India to study business and to continue
playing cricket, described the event as ‘good
fun” and ‘a great way to meet new people'.

The event was jointly organised by
Leeds City Council's International Relations
Office, Leeds Metropolitan University, the
University of Leeds, Leeds Federation of FE
Colleges and the Rotary Club. It was aimed
at making international students feel
welcome, making them feel part of city life
and at promoting what the city has to offer.



Patrick McCauley, a senior lecturer in the
School of Economics and Human Resource
Management, walked his way to making a
difference when he raised a staggering
amount of money for Wheatfields Hospice
recently. Patrick handed over a cheque for
£1,188.63 after completing a sponsored walk
to raise funds for the care centre based in
Headingley. Patrick wished to thank everyone
who made a donation for their generosity.

My Summer of Love

r ‘ Award-winning
author Helen
Cross, whose
book, ‘My
Summer of
Love’, has been
made into a
feature film that
went on general
release this

autumn, is

a visiting

lecturer here at
Author Helen Cross © Leeds Met.
Roderick Field Helen, who

won the £2,000
Betty Trask Award in 2002 for ‘My
Summer of Love’, published in 2001, has
delivered lectures and classes for the last
four years to Leeds Met graphic arts and
design students on elements of
copyrighting, scriptwriting and animation.
Leeds Met students have been involved in
various elements of promoting Helen’s
book and the subsequent film.

Library opening

For the first time ever the library at
Headingley Campus will be open throughout
the University's Christmas break. Students
will be able to use all the library’s facilities
and of course find somewhere quiet to study.
The new self-service book issuing system
means that students will even be able to
borrow, return and renew books and other
resources if they need to.

Jo Norry, Head of Learning Support
Services, said: “Students have told us that
they need to use the library over Christmas
to catch up with work and prepare for
semester one assessments. In particular,
international students who stay in Leeds
over Christmas like to be able to use the
PCs to keep in touch.” ‘Leeds Met'’s Library
Service has retained the Charter Mark
award for Excellence in Customer Service
first awarded in 2001.

The opening hours are 10.00 till 18.00
from Saturday 25th December until Monday
3rd January. The Civic Quarter and Harrogate
libraries will be closed during this time, as
will other University facilities. They will
reopen as normal on Tuesday 4th January.

Clowning around for Ghana

Neville Buttery, a third year mature
student studying on Leeds Met's
BA (Hons) Playwork course, will be
clowning around in order to raise
money for vital educational resources
for villages in Ghana.

Following nine weeks in Africa
developing his experiential learning as
part of his degree, Neville, who is 44,

was shocked by the poverty he saw and
decided to raise money to build an
adventure playground for the children in
the village.

Neville, who was a joiner before he
decided on a career in playwork, has been
raising funds appearing as Butts the
Clown, and is working closely with the
registered charity Ghana Outlook.

-
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Time to reminisce

Looking out of the window of what
was once the room he shared with
two other students brought back
many memories for retired maths and
science teacher John Sperring, who
was recently invited to tea at the
Grange at Headingley Campus. John
came to Headingley in 1934 to begin a
two-year course at the City of Leeds
Training College, which was one of
Leeds Met's predecessors. ‘| shared

my room in the Grange with Les Slack
and Gus Ogden; my bed was here by
the window looking out over the acre,”
he reminisced. “Today the view is just
the same.”

The Grange has in fact changed very
little since Mr Sperring was a student in
the 1930s, and the recent refurbishment,
preserving many original features,
reminded him of his days there.



Channel Five
Art Challenge

Leeds Met Fine Art graduate

Tracy Oldham reached the quarter finals
of the Channel Five National Art
Challenge competition.

Tracy’s paintings were based on the
Meadowhall Estate in Sheffield and
combined both pictorial and physical
representations of the condemned estate
with interesting social documentation.

Tracy’s paintings were chosen from a
huge range of national fine art degree
shows. Her work had an earthy
ruggedness which provoked considerable
debate among the judges. Tracy was
awarded a graduate assistance package
by the new Patrick Street Studios in
Leeds, where she is based.

Over 450 students of the new Progression
Module cohort attended launches held at
Leeds Met recently. A series of
workshops was delivered as well as a
mock graduation ceremony, which gave
the students an insight into the work
expected on the programme, student life
and the celebration of achievement.

Luke Malek, from Tong School in
Bradford, who took part in the ceremony,
is hoping to study a Sports Course at
Leeds Met in the future. Prior to taking
part in the module, Luke has already
visited the university on several occasions
and describes it as being a great
university with good facilities.

Luke found the Progression Module
course extremely beneficial, describing it
as being “straightforward and useful to
help me prepare for university”.

The Progression Module prepares
students for some of the experiences they
are likely to encounter at university and
provides the opportunity to investigate
progression routes, primarily into higher
education.

FE and HE in collaboration

In a move that will see one of the
country’s largest universities working
closer together with Leeds’ largest
further education college, Leeds
Metropolitan University signed a
memorandum of understanding with
Park Lane College on Thursday 25
November, during Leeds Met's winter

graduation.

The memorandum involves Park Lane
College delivering nine foundation
degrees validated by the University. The
foundation degrees on offer include five in
business, two in sport, one in public
services and one in tourism. Successful
completion of the foundation degrees will
enable students to progress to one-year
top-ups to full degrees at Leeds Met.

What's on

3 Nov - 27 April School of Languages lecture series.

14 December
15 December

15 December

16 December

17 December

24 Dec - 4 Jan

25 Dec - 3 Jan
6 January

10 January

10 January

12 January

19 January

19 January

Visit www.leedsmet.ac.uk/lsif/sol/ for full details
Christmas Carol Concert, Civic Quarter
Christmas Carol Concert, Headingley Campus

Leeds Business School Research Seminar
Helen Rodgers, Headingley Campus

Professor Sally Brown (Visiting Professor) Guest Lecture,
Headingley Campus

Christmas Carol Concert, Harrogate College

Carnegie Sports Centre will close from 2pm on 24 December
and will re-open at 8am on 4 January 2005

Headingley Library self-service opening hours: 10am-6pm
They’ll know it's Christmas event, the Met bar, Civic Quarter
Culture and Cultural Policy Network meeting, Civic Quarter
School of Computing Information evening, Headingley Campus
Managing Yourself workshop, Thackray Medical Museum

Professor Paul Johnston (Visiting Professor] Inaugural lecture,
Headingley Campus

Leeds Business School Research Seminar,
Professor John Shutt, Headingley Campus

Further details of events listed can be found at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/the_news/events.
You can submit events through this site or email leedsmetmatters@leedsmet.ac.uk.



Ironman challenge

Leeds Met public relations lecturer and
triathlete Ryan Bowd recently helped local
fundraiser Jane Tomlinson to conquer her
biggest challenge yet, the Ironman Florida -
a 17 hour challenge involving swimming two
miles, completing a 112-mile bike ride and
running a full marathon. Ryan offered
support and competed alongside her. He
previously accompanied Jane around a
three-quarter Ironman challenge in the
south of France.

Carnegie World Club Challenge

Leeds Met is to sponsor the 2005 Rugby
League ‘Carnegie World Club Challenge’,
between reigning Super League Champions
Leeds Rhinos and Australian NRL Premiers
Canterbury Bulldogs.

The match is being staged at Elland Road
Stadium, on 4 February 2005 and the
agreement means the match will be officially
entitled the ‘Carnegie World Club Challenge'.

The Rugby Football League’s
Commercial Director, Paul Kimberley, said:
“This is the first time that the sport of Rugby

League has entered into this type of
sponsorship agreement with a university
and we believe the partnership is highly
appropriate and will prove to be a
tremendous success. The Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Simon Lee, said:
“The Carnegie World Club Challenge has
an important role to play in raising
worldwide awareness of rugby league. We
have students from 120 different countries
and we would like the whole world to
appreciate this great team sport.”

Leeds Met sports teams competing in the
BUSA leagues have been celebrating their
latest successes. The men’s and women's
rugby teams both recently recorded
emphatic victories and memories of the
Carnegie reputation seem to be returning.
There is now a real buzz about rugby and
the newly appointed Director of Rugby
attributes this situation to the
opportunities that Leeds Met provides for
players.

Meanwhile, in football the men’s 2nd
team are developing great talent and have

been described as a team feared by
everyone in their league and beyond.
The women'’s 1st team are still playing
well and are currently in the runners-
up position in the Northern Premier
League.

The men’s hockey teams have also
been celebrating success, with the 1st
team remaining as promotion
contenders whilst the 2nd and 3rd
teams occupy the top two places in
their league.

Leeds Met Matters is produced by the team in Communications, tel 0113 283 5935.
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STAFF & STUDENT TICKETS

ONLY £10

TICKETS ON SALE FROM DEC 11TH

24H BOOKING 0870 990 1313
WWW SUPERLEAGUE.CO LK

As sponsors of the Carnegie World Club
Challenge, special rate tickets of £10 will
be available for Leeds Met staff and
students with a valid ID card from the
Leeds Rugby ticket office, St. Michael's
Lane, Headingley, from Saturday 11
December.

One ticket will be allocated at this
discounted rate per ID card. Staff who do
not have an ID card can get a ticket on
the production of a University headed
letter signed by their respective
manager. Staff ID and student card ID
numbers will be recorded and letters will
be retained by the ticket office. Checks
will be carried out each day to monitor
any multiple purchases.




