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WEBCT USER GROUP





Notes of a meeting held on Thursday 21st June 2001 at 09:15 hours in room JGG17





PRESENT:�
Therese Walker�
Deborah Trayhurn�
Jill Taylor�
�
�
Hannah Walsh�
Mark de Groot�
John Thackray�
�
�
David Little�
John Gray�
Chris Garbett�
�
�
Dennis James�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
APOLOGIES:�
Stuart Watson�
Gill Harrison�
Nigel Heptinstall�
�
�
Stuart Hirst�
David Killick�
Sue Newell�
�
�
Chris Steadman�
Liz Waller�
�
�
NOT REPLIED:�
Mick Ash�
Jeremy Bradford�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
ACTION�
�
�
Training Update�After Friday 22nd June 2001 the current run of WebCT Awareness sessions will be completed. There will have been at least one three-hour session per faculty with approximately 250 staff having attended.


The training for the next academic year is being planned and will appear in the looking ahead booklet. This lead to a discussion about the best way to deliver school/faculty training and the possibility of using IES placement students for WebCT support. Faculties and Schools are planning to offer basic and customised training while others were expecting the LMU staff training provision to offer basic and advanced courses and workshops.


Learning Centre and School Helpdesk user training is to start in July, people were asked to encourage helpdesk volunteers.


Two drop-in workshops have been arranged for July and more dates will be available from September. They are Wednesday 18th July 2001 CS 403a and Wednesday 25th July 2001 BP JGG16. The workshops will run from 9:30am – 3:30pm on each day. Please encourage people to come along�
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ALL�
�
�
Upgrade to WebCT 3.5 SE�Requests have been made to apply patches to the current installation of WebCT to allow different file types to be previewed in the bulletin boards and to be able to use language packs. It has been decided that rather than apply the three or four patches that are required it will be easier to upgrade to WebCT 3.5 standard edition as this is free and will include all the requested patches plus a few other extras on the administration side. This will take place over the summer with plenty of advanced warning.�
�
�
�
Student Guide Status�The Student User Guide has gone to Liz Waller for a second proof reading prior to being made available in the Learning Centres.


A Blackboard to WebCT Conversion guide is available from the WebCT at LMU website http://www.lmu.ac.uk/local/teaching/webct/�
�
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�
Pedagogy Update & Online Assessment Update�Dennis demonstrated the website http://www.lmu.ac.uk/lss/staffsup and asked that people browse the information available and complete the online feedback forms. There then followed a discussion about linking from this site to good examples of modules or sections of modules which raised issues about student access, privacy and plagiarism. It was suggested that a suitable alternative would be for a case study to be written and attached to the appropriate area of the website, this could also lead to a paper being published and would not involve any of the raised issues. All agreed that this would be a gradual process. 


There is also an ongoing process for investigating the possibility of providing a ‘generic’ online module evaluation form or a bank of questions for lecturers to use.�
ALL�
�
�
�
�
�
�
MLE implementation update & WebCT Connection�The Banner 2000 system will not be used for student enrolment at the start of this academic year (September 2001). Students will be enrolled on the SIS system and transferred to Banner. For the academic year 2001/2002 banner will be run as a shadow system going live for September 2002 enrolment.


A static portal will be in use during the next academic year while the Pipeline, Banner, WebCT and WebCT Connections (previously known as the Integrator) are installed and run on a test system.�
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�
Module Type and Availability�There are two types of module available on WebCT, development modules and SIS registered modules:


1.	Development modules are for trying out or for experimenting with your WebCT skills.�	If you create a development module that you would like to use as the base for, or as a �	real module, it can be converted at a later date.�2.	SIS registered modules will be populated with students in September ready for use in �	the 2001/2002 academic year.


How to get a module: send an email to Hannah Walsh with the following information: -


Your Name�Your Computer ID (from your staff card)�School�Module Name�5 Digit SIS Number (SIS modules only)


Your module will normally be available within 2 to 3 working days, notification will be via an email telling you how to access WebCT and where to find additional documentation.�
�
�
�
Documentation and Website�The E-Learning, WebCT at LMU Website contains current information, manuals, links etc. From the LMU homepage follow the Teaching and Learning and then the E-Learning WebCT at LMU link.�
�
�
�
Pilot Update and Survey�A vote of thanks was offered for all those involved in the WebCT surveys, plenty of items have been provided for the FAQ document, which will be available on the website. A survey of those who took part is also being taken, the results will be made available via the website.


Jill Taylor reported that a preliminary look at the result of her student survey indicated a very positive feed-back �
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