Applied Psychology







Psychology graduates are employed in a range of careers.:-

· 15-20% will become professional psychologists by obtaining relevant experience and postgraduate training see www.bps.org.uk  - Careers and Qualifications. The following links are from www.prospects.ac.uk and provide useful information such as what the job entails, how to get in, where to look for vacancies, contacts and resources for Forensic Psychology, Occupational Psychology, Clinical Psychology, Educational Psychology, Environmental Psychology, Counselling Psychology , Health Psychology and Sports Psychology.   See also Options with Psychology at www.prospects.ac.uk under the careers tab.
· Psychology graduates use their breadth of knowledge and skills in careers where an understanding of human behaviour is useful, for example teaching, social work, market research, human resources, NHS roles such as Psychological Wellbeing practitioners http://www.iapt.nhs.uk/
· A significant number will enter a variety of business careers, for example administration and management, marketing and sales
· Skills gained in a Psychology degree are valued by employers – download the Psychology Student Employability Guide at  www.psychology.heacademy.ac.uk/docs/pdf/p20080915_Employability_Guide.pdf
Work experience is vital for getting on to postgraduate courses. See  www.bps.org.uk for career routes and advice on getting work experience. Look at www.leedsmet.ac.uk for looking for work experience for links such as www.do-it.org for volunteering opportunities in your locality.

It can be useful to talk to someone who is already working in the profession to find out more about how to get work, develop skills etc.  This is called informational interviewing.  If you would like to do this come and see a Careers Adviser on how to make the most of this. Your course often arranges for Psychologists to come and offer advice on how they got to do their jobs.
Professional bodies can advertise jobs and provide useful opportunities for networking. Professional bodies relevant to psychology students include:

	British Psychological Society (BPS)

Tel: 0116 254 9568

www.bps.org.uk


 
The British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy

Tel: 0870 443 5252

www.bacp.co.uk
The Royal College of Psychiatrists
Tel: 020 7235 2351

www.rcpsych.ac.uk
	The Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development

Tel: 020 8612 6200
www.cipd.co.uk



British Association of Behavioural and Cognitive Psychotherapies (BABCP)

Tel: 0161 797 4484
 www.babcp.com
The Association of Educational Psychologists www.aep.org.uk
Tel: 0191 384 9512 



Vacancy Information
Vacancies suitable for psychology graduates are advertised on many different sites, in addition to those advertised in the Appointments Memorandum of the BPS, which is sent to student members of the society, the following weblinks may be useful. 
	www.nhscareers.nhs.uk
www.jobs.nhs.uk NHS jobs
www.lgjobs.com Local Government jobs
	www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk
www.jobs.ac.uk Education vacancies 
www.leeds.ac.uk/chpccp/   Clearing House for Postgraduate Courses in Clinical Psychology

	www.aep.org.uk Association of Educational Psychologists. Broadsheet is the key source of vacancies for Education Psychologists

For non-Psychology specific vacancies look at www.leedsmet.ac.uk/careers where there are links to many sites.


Graduate Destinations
What do Psychology students do?  See  signpost sheet: Your Degree in Psychology What Next?’ http://www.prospects.ac.uk/what_do_graduates_do_psychology.htm
Below are examples of jobs obtained by Leeds Met psychology students six months after graduation. Typically graduates gain experience in organisations they wish to work for in the future at a professional level. 

	Support Assistant – Education

Mental Health Worker – NHS Trust

Research Assistant – Adult Education

Special Needs Assistant – Local Education Authority
	Immigration Officer – Home Office

Charity Fundraiser – non-profit making organisation  

Human Resource Management Trainee

Medical Representative – Pharmaceutical Company


Previous Leeds Met students have gone on to study:

	MA Psychoanalytic Studies – Leeds Met

MSc Psychology of Education – London

PG Diploma in Psychology – Nottingham
	PG Diploma in Law – Leeds Met

Business Consultancy – Leeds


Visit our homepage www.leedsmet.ac.uk/careers/  We offer a wide range of information on topics such as CVs, Interviews, Finding Work and Voluntary Work, Self Employment, Gap Year Information and Postgraduate Study and links to many other useful sites.
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